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	Between 1200 and 1450, powerful states and civilizations thrived across Afro-Eurasia and the Americas, each developing unique systems of government, religion, and culture. In Unit 1, students examine how empires like the Song Dynasty, Abbasid Caliphate, Delhi Sultanate, Mali Empire, and the Aztec and Inca civilizations built political and social order, often rooted in religious and philosophical traditions. These societies supported flourishing intellectual, artistic, and economic life.
Unit 2 focuses on how growing trade networks—including the Silk Roads, Indian Ocean trade routes, Trans-Saharan routes, and Mesoamerican trade systems—linked distant regions through the exchange of goods, technologies, ideas, religions, and people. These interactions facilitated cross-cultural exchanges, the spread of major belief systems, and the diffusion of innovations like paper, navigational tools, and agricultural products. Travelers such as Marco Polo, Ibn Battuta, and Margery Kempe documented and contributed to the circulation of culture and knowledge.

Join the PLC Teams Channel for course updates! CLICK HERE
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Course & Exam Description 
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Important big ideas and processes for the unit.


	Key Understandings

	(GOV, CDI) From c. 1200–1450, powerful states and empires in Afro-Eurasia and the Americas developed complex governments and used religion and ideology to legitimize authority and unify diverse populations.

(CDI, SIO) Growing networks of exchange facilitated widespread cross-cultural interactions, resulting in the blending of religious beliefs, artistic traditions, and intellectual advancements across regions.

(ECN, TEC) Overland and maritime trade routes—such as the Silk Roads, Indian Ocean, and Trans-Saharan networks—connected distant regions and promoted the movement of goods, technologies, and people, creating early forms of global economic interdependence.

(ENV, ECN) Increased trade and travel influenced the environment through the spread of crops, animals, and diseases, demonstrating how human activity shaped and was shaped by geography and ecology.

(SIO) Societies during this period maintained distinct social hierarchies based on class, gender, and religion, while labor systems—such as slavery, serfdom, and tribute—supported state economies and reflected local values.

(TEC, WOR) Innovations in technology and navigation improved travel and communication across long distances, accelerating the integration of Afro-Eurasian societies and laying the groundwork for future global exploration.



	Key Questions

	(1) How did belief systems, state structures, and social hierarchies shape societies in Afro-Eurasia around 1200 CE? 
(2) In what ways did expanding trade networks promote cross-cultural interactions and transform the economies and environments of Afro-Eurasia?
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